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I BELIEVE every person in this world is called to make a difference. 

I BELIEVE God sent His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into the world as a living and 
loving sacrifice to restore all persons to a right relationship with Him. 

I BELIEVE the human mind finds the vastness of God’s love incomprehensible, yet even 
the soul of a little child can understand and experience His love and His presence. 

I BELIEVE God created every person in His image, full of possibilities and endowed with 
unique gifts and a place in Creation– a place no other person was created to fill. 

I BELIEVE the only way to complete fulfillment– now and throughout Eternity–is 
through the acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

I BELIEVE the highest honor of a person’s life is to be called a Christian, that the 
Christian’s supreme obligation is to be available to God and that the greatest gift one 
person can bestow upon another is the Gospel message of salvation. 

My Fundamental Belief System  
Embraces Three Basic Principles:  

• I BELIEVE God sent His Son Jesus Christ into the world because of His love for 
people and His desire to save us from sin. 

• I BELIEVE God alone fulfills because of His love. 

• I BELIEVE you and I must share the Good News of the Gospel because of God’s 
redeeming love. 

– Bishop Gregory G. M. Ingram (1992)

Bishop Gregory G. M. Ingram’s 

Creed
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My Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Grace and peace to you from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
It is hard to believe that Rev. Jessica and 

I have come to this point in our ministry 
when, in a few short months, we will be 
retiring from active service. What is even 
more difficult to believe is how quickly 
the eight years we have spent with you 
in the First Episcopal District have gone 
by. Nonetheless, our time here has been 
an incredible journey. It has been our 
joy to come to the birthplace of African 
Methodism, link arms with each of you, cast 
our vision—which you wholeheartedly 
embraced—and write a new chapter in the 
life and legacy of this historic District under 
the mantra, “Called to Make a Difference 
– First Things First.”

During these eight years, we have 
reminded you repeatedly—individually 
and collectively—that you have been called 
to make a difference. So, the question is, 
what is being called by God all about?

As a result of the Lord’s profound 
proclamation recorded in Jeremiah 1:5, I 
believe every person born into this world 
was created by God for a reason. I believe 
every person conceived by God is someone 
special, very special, who is here by design. I 
believe every man, woman, boy and girl has 
been ordained by God to fulfill His divine 
purpose and plan for their lives, which, 
despite knowing it is God’s will, causes 
them to grapple with a myriad of questions, 
issues, uncertainties and insecurities on the 
road to fulfillment of God’s mandates.  

I believe there is no human experience 
that strikes a deeper chord in the hearts 
and minds of people than discovering 
their life’s purpose and learning the answer 
to the question, “Why Am I Here?” The 
question may appear to be simplistic, but 
it’s not, because it is my sincere belief that 
no person’s life can be complete or have real 
meaning until they discover why they are 
here on Earth and the purpose they were 
born to fulfill. We must never forget the 
first sentence in The Purpose Driven Life, 
the acclaimed book by Rick Warren: “It’s 
not about you.” So until each of us discovers 
what God’s peculiar assignment is for us, 
our existence will be out of alignment with 
His divine will for our lives.

I cannot conceive of God, the 
omnipotent and omniscient One, creating 
anyone without having 
a reason in mind. 
Indeed, He sent 
Jesus,  His only 
begotten Son, not 
only to die to pay 
the price for our sins 
and to rise again, 
that we might have 
eternal life. 

“For many are called, but few are chosen.” ~ Matthew 22:14 
“And of some have compassion, making a difference:” ~Jude 22

The Bishop’s  

Word
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Jesus, God incarnate, came to model 
purposeful, God-ordained living, the kind 
of living that enables each of us in the First 
District to fulfill our calling to make a 
difference. 

Beloved, you are the CROWN 
JEWELS of God’s creation. You are His 
handiwork, meticulously fashioned in His 
throne room. As a result of your exacting 
design, you are making a difference in ways 
you don’t even realize. Here are some of the 
ways that God is using you:

• To Satisfy His Special Purpose
• To Shine His Light
• To Share His Love
• To Shape His People
The Annual Conference in African 

Methodism serves as an opportunity for 
us to come together to give an account of 
our service and stewardship. It also is an 
opportunity for each of us to become keenly 
aware of the areas of our lives that warrant 
our attention and deeper focus to bring 
about needed improvements. It is our hope 
that this revamped Annual Conference 
Season will be informative, as well as 
inspirational, as we engage in workshops 
and seminars designed to enhance your 
spiritual growth and development, along 
with plenary sessions that highlight your 
Episcopal Team’s achievements, goals and 
opportunities as Difference Makers. As 
a stakeholder, your attendance and full 
participation will be essential to move 
the First District from the dream phase to 
an exciting new dimension of visionary 
impact.

Rev. Jessica and I are standing on 
tiptoes in anticipation of a mighty move 
of God during this Annual Conference 
Season. We are believing that, when the 
Saints of the First come together on one 
accord, God will pour out His Spirit and 
empower us to do even greater works than 
we could ever ask or imagine to expand His 
Kingdom and enlarge our territories. In so 
doing, the FIRST, indeed, will show itself 
to be FIRST in every way throughout all of 
African Methodism. 

Rev. Jessica and I wish to express 
our profound gratitude to the presiding 
elders, pastors, missionaries, YPDers, 
laity, choirs, ushers, and all ministries and 
organizations for your unwavering support 
and involvement over the last eight years. 
All of you, in ways large and small—but 
always meaningful—have helped us make 
a difference in fulfilling our mission and 
ministry here. Additionally, we are ever 
so grateful to our loyal, committed and 
dedicated office staff for their labors of love 
and willingness to go above and beyond 
whenever needed. 

Leaving you will be bittersweet; yet, we 
are looking forward to the next phase of our 
journey. As we depart, we encourage you to 
do the following:
Keep Making a Difference!
Yours In His Service,

Bishop Gregory G. M. Ingram 
118th Bishop 
African Methodist Episcopal Church

The Bishop’s  

Word
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Tuesday, March 17, 2020
 8:01 a.m.  The Ministry of Evangelism
 8:46 a.m.  Praise and Worship
 9:01 a.m.  Business Session
 10:31 a.m.  Workshop:  

“Called to Make a Difference -  
A Spiritual Awakening”

 12:01 p.m.  Hour of Power
 1:31 p.m.  Lunch
 3:01 p.m.  Business Session
 5:01 p.m.  Dinner
 7:01 p.m.  A Spiritual Awakening  

Worship Service:  
Reverend Dr. Henry E. Green, Jr.

Wednesday, March 18, 2020
 8:31 a.m.  Women’s Missionary Society 

Conference Branch Annual Meeting 
 12:01 p.m.  Worship Service  

Missionary Sermon:  
Reverend Dr. Jessica Kendall Ingram

 1:01 p.m.  Recess
 2:51 p.m.  Business Session 
 5:31 p.m.  Missionary Benediction

Thursday, March 19, 2020
 8:01 a.m.  Praise and Worship
 8:16 a.m.  Roll Call and Organization 

Board of Examiners Report 
Presiding Elders’ Summary Reports

 10:01 a.m.  Opening Worship and Holy 
Communion Service 
Annual Sermon:  
Reverend Dr. Erika D. Crawford

 1:01 p.m.  Recess
 2:46 p.m.  Praise and Worship
 3:01 p.m.  Difference Making Session 

Ministerial Efficiency 
Trustee Report 
Missions, Circuits and Stations 
Presiding Elders’ Support 
Pastoral Reports

 5:31 p.m.  Recess
 7:31 p.m.  Lay Witness Night 

Senator (Rev.) Darius J. Brown,  
Preacher

Pre-Conference  
Activities and Services Annual Conference

2020 Delaware  Annual Conference  

Daily Schedule
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Friday, March 20, 2020
 8:46 a.m.  Praise and Worship
 9:01 a.m.  Reading of Minutes
 9:21 a.m.  Difference Making Session 

Spiritual Formation 
“Spiritual Disciplines  
Make the Difference” 
Rev. Dr. Jessica Kendall Ingram

 10:21 a.m.  Health and Wellness Break
 10:31 a.m.  Presiding Elders’ Support 

Pastoral Reports
 11:41 a.m.  Health and Wellness Break
 12:01 p.m.  Noon Hour of Power
 1:16 p.m.  Lunch
 2:46 p.m.  Praise and Worship
 3:01 p.m.  The Difference Making Experience 

(Workshop) 
“Making a Difference in Your Church” 
Resource: Canoeing the Mountains -  
Tod Bolsinger 
Reverend Dawn S. Christopher,  
Presenter

 4:01 p.m.  Difference Maker Reports  
(5 minutes each) 
Youth and Young Adults 
Health and Healing 
Civic Involvement

  Conference Statistics
 5:01 p.m.  Recess
 7:31 p.m.  Youth Night –  

The Ministry of Christian Education

Saturday, March 21, 2020
 8:31 a.m.  Conference YPD Worship Service 

Reverend Tesha E. Miller,  
Preacher

 10:01 a.m.  Conference YPD Annual Meeting 
   Completion of Conference Business 

Reading of the Minutes 
Unfinished Business  
Conference Resolution 
Disciplinary Questions

 10:31 a.m.  Memorial Service
 11:01 a.m.  The Ordination Service 

Bishop E. Anne Henning Byfield, 
Preacher

Sunday, March 22, 2020
  Morning Worship at your local church
 2:01 p.m.  Conference Church School
 3:31 p.m.  Closing and Commissioning Service 

Reading of Appointments  
Bishop Gregory G.M. Ingram,  
Preacher

Annual Conference Annual Conference

2020 Delaware  Annual Conference  

Daily Schedule
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ORGAN PRELUDE
INTROIT
PROCESSIONAL

“Come, We That Love The Lord” 
AME Hymn No. 520

Come, we that love the Lord, And let our joys be known; 
Join in a song with sweet accord, Join in a song with sweet accord, 

And thus surround the throne, And thus surround the throne.
Refrain: 

We’re marching to Zion,  
Beautiful, beautiful Zion; 

We’re marching upward to Zion, 
That beautiful city of God.

Let those refuse to sing , Who never knew our God; 
But children of the heavenly King, But children of the heavenly King’ 

May speak their joys abroad, May speak their joys abroad.
The hill of Zion yields, A thousand sacred sweets 

Before we reach the heavenly fields, Before we reach the heavenly fields, 
Or walk the golden streets, Or walk the golden streets.

Then let our songs abound, And every tear be dry; 
We’re marching through Immanuel’s ground, We’re marching through Immanuel’s ground 

To fairer worlds on high, To fairer worlds on high.

DOXOLOGY
“Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP .........................................................................................................Rev. Richard H. Worthy
Minister:  I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord,  

our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.
People:  For a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper  

in the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.
Minister: Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek Thy good.
People:  Those that be planted in the house of the Lord,  

shall flourish in the courts of our God.

Opening Worship and  

Communion Service

Thursday, March 19, 2020 
10:01 a.m.

Reverend Richard H. Worthy 
Worship Leader
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2019 Delaware  Annual Conference

Opening Worship and Communion Service

Minister:  Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house. Lord, I have loved Thy habitation,  
the place where Thy honor dwelleth.

People: For the Lord is in His holy temple, let all the earth keep silence before Him.
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, 

O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.
People:  O sing unto the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things.  

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth, sing praises.

HYMN OF PRAISE ........................................................................................................... Rev. Terrel A. J. McBride
“And Are We Yet Alive” 

AME Hymn No. 304
And are we yet alive, And see each other’s face?  

Glory and praise to Jesus give For His redeeming grace.
Preserved by power divine To full salvation here,  

Again in Jesus’ praise we join, And in His sight appear.
What troubles have we seen, What conflicts have we passed,  
Fighting’s without, and fears within, Since we assembled last.

But out of all the Lord Hath brought us by His love;  
And still He doth His help afford, And hides our life above.

Then let us make our boast Of His redeeming power,  
Which saves us to the uttermost. Till we can sin no more.

Let us take up the cross Till we the crown obtain;  
And gladly reckon all things loss, So we may Jesus gain.

INVOCATION ..............................................................................................................Rev. Dr. Silvester S. Beaman
CHORAL RESPONSE

Give Thanks 
Bishop T.D. Jakes

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks for he has given 

Jesus Christ His son
And now let the weak say I am strong 

Let the poor say I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us 

Give thanks (Repeat)

WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC .................................................................... The Delaware Conference Choir 

Opening Worship and  

Communion Service
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SCRIPTURE
Old Testament ................................................. Joshua 3:1-5 .................................................Rev. Sonja L. Ayers 
New Testament ................................................ Jude:17-25 ...................................... Rev. Dr. Stanley G. Smith

PREFACE TO THE DECALOGUE ..................................................................................... Rev. Francena F. Orr
“From All That Dwell Below The Skies” 

AME Hymn No. 69
From all that dwell below the skies 

Let the Creator’s praise arise; 
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung 

Through every land by every tongue.
Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord; 

Eternal truth attends Thy word: 
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, 
Till suns shall rise and set no more. Amen.

SUMMARY OF THE DECALOGUE
Hear what Christ our Saviour saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 
unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC .................................................................... The Delaware Conference Choir
ESTABLISHMENT OF PROTOCOL ....................................................................... Rev. Dawn S. Christopher
MOMENT OF SACRIFICIAL GIVING ................................................................................. Rev. Jean A. Wylie
PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP ....................................................................................Rev. Ellis B. Louden
PRESENTATION OF THE PREACHER ...........................................................Bishop Gregory G.M. Ingram
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC .................................................................... The Delaware Conference Choir
SERMON ..........................................................................................................................Rev. Dr. Erika D. Crawford 

Mount Zion AME Church 
Dover, Delaware

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP ................................................................ Rev. James Hill, Jr.
OFFERING .......................................................................................................................... The Finance Committee 
OFFERTORY
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS .........................................................................................Rev. Dr. Erika D. Crawford 

Opening Worship and  

Communion Service
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COMMUNION HYMN
“Break Thou the Bread of Life 

AME Hymn No. 209
Break Thou the Bread of Life, Dear Lord, to me, 

As Thou didst break the loaves Beside the sea; 
Beyond the sacred page, I seek Thee, Lord; 
My spirit pants for Thee, O Living Word.

Thou art the Bread of Life, O Lord, to me, 
Thy holy Word the truth That saveth me; 
Give me to eat and live, With Thee above; 

Teach me to love Thy truth, For Thou art Love.
Oh, send Thy Spirit, Lord, Now unto me, 

That He may touch my eyes, And make me see; 
Show me the truth concealed, Within Thy Word, 

And in Thy Book revealed, I see the Lord.
Bless Thou the truth, dear Lord, To me, to me, 

As Thou didst bless the bread, By Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, All fetters fall, 

And I shall find my peace, My All in all.

THE GENERAL CONFESSION ............................................................................................Rev. Ellis B. Louden
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men, we acknowledge and 
bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which we from time to time most grievously have committed by 
thought, word, and deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking most justly Your wrath and indignation 
against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of 
them is grievous unto us.
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father for Your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; 
forgive us all that is past, and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to 
the honor and glory of Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FIRST COLLECT ................................................................................................................. Rev. Sharon C. Morgan
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who of Your great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all 
them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn to You, have mercy upon us; pardon and deliver us 
from all our sins; confirm and strengthen us in all goodness; and bring us to everlasting life through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, Amen.

SECOND COLLECT ..........................................................................................................................Rev. Rosalyn I. Winder
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open , all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love You, and 
worthily magnify Your holy name through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Service of  

Holy Communion

Bishop Gregory G. M. Ingram 
Chief Celebrant
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PRAYER OF ADORATION .................................................................................Rev. Dr. Ronniere D. Robinson
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty that we shall at all times and in all places, give thanks to You, 
O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God. 
Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your 
Holy Name, evermore praising You and saying Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts; heaven and earth 
are full of Your glory. Glory be to You, O Lord, most high. Amen.

PRAYER OF HUMILIATION .............................................................................Rev. Dr. Jessica Kendall Ingram
We do not presume to come to this Your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in 
Your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather the crumbs under Your table. 
But You are the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and to drink His blood that our sinful souls and bodies 
may be made clean by His death and washed through His blood, and that we may ever more dwell in 
Him and He in us. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION ...........................................................................Bishop Gregory G.M. Ingram
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who of Your tender mercy did give Your only son, Jesus Christ, to 
suffer death on the cross for our redemption, who made thereby His oblation of Himself, once offered, a 
full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did 
institute and in His holy gospel command us to continue a perpetual memory of that His precious death 
until His coming again; hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech You, and grant that we 
receiving these Your creatures of bread and wine, according to Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy 
institution, in remembrance of His death and passion may be partakers of His most blessed body and 
blood; Who in the same night that He was betrayed took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it, and gave it to His disciples saying, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me”.
Likewise after supper He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them saying, “Drink 
all of it, for this is My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you and for many for the remission 
of sins; do this as often as you shall drink it, in remembrance of Me.” Amen.

SHARING OF ELEMENTS
HYMN OF FELLOWSHIP 

“What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” 
AME Hymn No. 525

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Refrain: 
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;  
Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms.

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, Leaning on the everlasting arms.

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms.

DOXOLOGY
BENEDICTION .................................................................................................................. Rev. Marcus D. Briddell

Service of  

Holy Communion
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DOXOLOGY

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

CALL TO WORSHIP ................................................................................................................ Rev. Gayle Williams

Leader:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands! Serve the Lord with gladness!  
Come into his presence with singing!

People:  Know that the Lord is God! It is he that made us, and we are his;  
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Leader:  Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!  
Give thanks to him, bless his name!

All:   For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures for ever,  
and his faithfulness to all generations.

SONG OF CELEBRATION ............................................................................................ Rev. Luther L. Walker III

“Give Him Glory” 
DeAndre Patterson

We’ve come to lift our hands to give Him glory! 
We’ve come to lift our hands to give Him praise! (Repeat)

Chorus: 
Give Him glory, give Him glory! 

We’ve come to lift our hands and give Him praise! (Repeat)
We’ve come to clap our hands and send up Judah! 

We’ve come to clap our hands and give Him praise! (Repeat,)
We’ve come to do our dance and magnify Him! 

We’ve come to do our dance and give Him praise! (Repeat, Chorus)
Hallel-ujah (Repeat, modulate)

INVOCATION ..................................................................................................................................Rev. John Jordon

2020 Delaware  Annual Conference 

Noon Hour of Power

Friday, March 20, 2020 
12:01 p.m.

Reverend Rita Mishoe Paige  
Worship Leader
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CHORAL RESPONSE
“Like The Dew in the Morning” 
Judith Christie-McAllister 

Like the dew in the morning 
Gently rest upon my heart
Like you do every morning 
Gently rest upon my heart

Rest Jesus, Rest Jesus 
Rest Jesus 

Like the dew in the morning
Rain Jesus, Rain Jesus 
Rain Jesus, Rain Jesus

Move Jesus, Move Jesus 
Move Jesus, Move Jesus

Yes Jesus, Yes Jesus

SCRIPTURE ............................................................Psalm 150 ................................................. Rev. Tesha E. Miller

MOMENT OF SACRIFICIAL GIVING ............................................................................. Rev. Leslie R. Porter

PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP ................................................................ Rev. Dr. Deborah A. McCaffity

PRESENTATION OF THE PREACHER ...........................................................Bishop Gregory G.M. Ingram 

WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC .............................................................................................................The Choir

SERMON 

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP .........................................................Rev. Veronica Baynard

MINISTRY OF GIVING ................................................................................................... The Finance Committee

OFFERTORY

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS .........................................................................................Rev. Dr. Erika D. Crawford

DOXOLOGY

BENEDICTION .......................................................................................................................Rev. Michael Morgan

2020 Delaware  Annual Conference 

Noon Hour of Power
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About Our Service of Ordination Preacher 

Bishop E. Anne Henning Byfield

Bishop E. Anne Henning Byfield 
serves as the 135th elected and 
consecrated bishop of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Her 
historic election in the year 2016 
represents the first time in the history 
of the AME Church, a person was 
elected who had a sibling on the bench 
of Bishops. She is also the first known 
person to be elected from Indiana 
since Bishop William Paul Quinn. 
Currently, she serves as the Presiding 
Prelate of the 16th Episcopal District, where she 
provides leadership to seven annual conferences in 
the Caribbean, South America, and Europe.
She is the author of three books. The first one Let 
the Worship Begin is a book of lectionary aids for 
the church and pastor. It contains, calls to worship, 
litanies, stewardship prayers, and benedictions. The 
second: The Essence of My Existence is a book of 
essays and poetry, which helps with personal and 
professional growth. Her third book Produced by 
Strength, Living by Power provides life changing 
principles for those on the journey of life. Her other 
works include Flowing Essence, a Spoken Word 
CD, An Explanation of AME Church Worship; 
Now That You Are Saved: Preparing Leaders for 
Leadership, Odyssey, A Girls Mentoring Program, 
AME 101, Reigniting Success, and numerous 
Christian Education materials. She wrote the 
litany used for Mrs. Rosa Parks’ funeral in Detroit, 
Michigan, and Congresswoman Julia Carson’s 
funeral in Indianapolis. She is also the editor of the 
Prayer Booklet for the 2008 General Conference.
As a learner, she has a Bachelor of Science degree 
from Wilberforce University, Master of Divinity 
degree from Newburgh Theological Seminary; a 
Master of Divinity Degree from Payne Theological 
Seminary, a Doctor of Ministry Degree from 
Ashland Theological Seminary, and an Honorary 
Doctor of Divinity Degree from R.R. Wright School 
of Religion, Johannesburg, South Africa. Her 

dissertation is entitled “The Effect 
of Short Notice Itinerant Moves in 
the North District Indiana Annual 
Conference, AME Church.”
Bishop Henning Byfield is the 
former Presiding Elder of the North 
District Indiana Annual Conference 
and of the South District. She is the 
first presiding elder who is female in 
the Fourth Episcopal District and 
considered the first woman presiding 

elder in the AME connection whose father was 
also a presiding elder. She has served as Senior 
Pastor of three churches: Bethel AME Church, 
Bloomington, IN; Robinson Community AME 
Church, Indianapolis; and Saint Paul AME Church, 
Detroit, MI. She is the managing partner of AHB and 
Associates, a consulting firm to help clients unleash 
their talents through personal and organizational 
transformation, and leadership development. She is 
a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and has 
held numerous connectional and local offices.
She has received numerous awards including 
the Jarena Lee Preaching Award; the Legacy 
Award for over 25 years of leadership in Pastoral 
Health Initiatives particularly in the HIV/AIDS 
community; one of eight religious history makers 
in the Indianapolis Community, one of the most 15 
influential African Americans in Indianapolis and 
was named as one of its ten most influential pastors. 
In 2016 she received the state of Indiana 47th Drum 
Major for Justice Award.
Bishop E. Anne Henning Byfield is one who dares 
to Live, Learn, Lead, and Love GOD. She lives a 
life filled with creativity and passion as a preacher, 
psalmist, a poet, spoken word artist, strategic 
consultant, writer, composer, wife, mother and 
grandmother. Married to Ainsley for 40 years, they 
have one son, Michael, and four grandchildren. She 
loves GOD and encourages others to know and 
love GOD as well.



16 | | 17 Called to Make a Difference

PRELUDE 
PROCESSIONAL ............................................................................................Chairman of the Board of Examiners 

Candidates for Ordination 
Deacons, Elders, Board of Examiners 

Host Pastor, Presiding Elders 
Presiding Bishop

“I Am Thine, O Lord” 
AME Hymn No. 283

I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice, 
And it told Thy love to me; 

But I long to rise in the arms of faith 
And be closer drawn to Thee.

Refrain: 
Draw me nearer, nearer blessed Lord, 

To the cross where Thou hast died; 
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer blessed Lord, 

To Thy precious, bleeding side.
Consecrate me now to Thy service, Lord, 

By the pow’r of grace divine; 
Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope, 

And my will be lost in Thine.
Oh, the pure delight of a single hour 

That before Thy throne I spend, 
When I kneel in prayer, and with Thee, my God 

I commune as friend with friend!
There are depths of love that I cannot know 

Till I cross the narrow sea; 
There are heights of joy that I may not reach 

Till I rest in peace with Thee.
DOXOLOGY

“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen
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Service of Ordination

Saturday, March 21, 2020 
11:01 a.m.

Reverend Dr. Silvester S. Beaman 
Worship Leader
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CALL TO WORSHIP ..................................................................................................Rev. Dr. Silvester S. Beaman
Minister:   I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord, our feet shall 

stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.
People:  For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a  

doorkeeper in the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.
Minister:   Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek thy good.
People:   Those that be planted in the house of the Lord, shall flourish in the courts of our 

God.
Minister:   Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house. Lord, I have loved Thy habitation, the place 

where Thy honor dwelleth.
People:   For the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before Him.
Minister:   Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight O 

Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.
All:   O sing unto the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things. Make a joyful 

noise unto the Lord, all the earth, sing praises.
HYMN OF PRAISE ......................................................................................................... Rev. Dawn S. Christopher

“To God Be The Glory” 
AME Hymn No. 21

To God be the glory, great things He hath done; 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life-gate that all may go in.

Refrain: 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

Let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

Let the people rejoice! 
Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

And give Him the glory; great things He hath done.
Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

To every believer the promise of God; 
The vilest offender who truly believes, 

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.
Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done; 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
But purer, and higher, and greater will be 

Our wonder, our transport when Jesus we see. 
INVOCATION ............................................................................................................................Rev. Ellis B. Louden
CHORAL RESPONSE ................................................................................................................................The Choir
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“Anointing Fall On Me” 
Ron Kenoly

Anointing fall on me, Anointing fall on me 
Let the power Of the Holy Ghost 

Fall on me 
Anointing fall on me

Touch my hands my mouth, And my heart 
Fill my life Lord, Every part 

Let the power Of the Holy Ghost 
Fall on me 

Anointing fall on me
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC .............................................................................................................The Choir
THE PRESENTATION OF THE DEACON(S) ................................................Rev. Dr. Silvester S. Beaman
Chair:   Reverend Father in God, I present unto you this person to be ordained a deacon.
Bishop:  Take heed that the person whom you present to us be apt and meet, and by their godly 

conversations, to exercise their ministry duly to the honor of God and the edifying of 
the church.

Chair:   They have been examined by the Board of Examiners and found to be of sound 
learning, devout life and are committed to serve. Upon examination, prayer and 
the imposition of your hands, they are ready to take the vow of ordination to 
become a deacon in the African Methodist Episcopal Church.

THE PRESENTATION OF THE SECRETARY OF THE BOARD
Bishop:  No person should be a candidate for ordination unless he or she has been called by God. 

When our Lord called his Apostles, he called them by name, and on this ordination 
day and ceremony we symbolically do likewise with you. Let all those who are to be 
ordained come forward to the altar. 

  The Bishop will now call the names of each candidate. 
  Members of the Conference, if there be any of you who know any impediment or crime 

in any of these persons presented to be ordained Deacons for which they ought not 
be admitted to this office, let them come forth in the name of God and show what the 
crime or impediment is.

Chair:   Reverend Father in God, hearing none, we bid thee to ordain this person a deacon 
so that they may exercise their ministry to the Glory of God and make themselves 
available for service.

Bishop:  Do you know them to be worthy?
Chair:   In light of the limitations imposed upon us in our own humanness, we believe 

they are.
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Bishop: Thanks be to God. 
  It is written in First Timothy 3:8-13 that deacons must be serious not double tongued, 

not indulging in much wine, not greedy for money; that they hold fast to the mystery 
of faith with a clear conscience. Further it says that they first must be tested; and if they 
prove themselves blameless, let then serve as deacons. The Scriptures also expound on 
other characteristics, duties, responsibilities of deacons and says, “see then that ye walk 
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is; giving 
thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. Put on the whole armor 
of God that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take 
unto you the whole armor of God that ye may be able to with stand in the evil days, and 
having done all, to stand. Stand, therefore, having on the breastplate of righteousness; 
and your feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace; above all, taking the 
shield of faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 
praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and supplications for all saints.

MOMENT OF SACRIFICIAL GIVING ................................................................................ Rev. Idola W. Batson
THE PRESENTATION OF THE ELDER(S) .................................................... Rev. Dr. Silvester S. Beaman
Chair:  Reverend Father in God, I present unto you this person to be ordained Elder.
Bishop:   Take heed that these persons whom you present unto us be apt and meet and, by their 

godly conversation, qualify to exercise their ministry duly to the honor of God and the 
edifying of the Church.

Chair:  I have inquired concerning them and also examined them,  
and think them so to be. 

THE PRESENTATION BY THE SECRETARY OF THE BOARD
Bishop:   Members of the Conference, these are they whom we propose this day, God willing, to 

be ordained elders, for after due examination we find not the contrary, but that they are 
lawfully called to this function and ministry, and that they are meet for the same. But if 
there be any of you who know any impediment or crime in any of them for which they 
ought not be received into this holy ministry let them come forth in the name of God 
and show what the crime or impediment is.

THE COLLECT FOR ELDERS ................................................................................................Rev. Dania R. Griffin
  Almighty God, giver of all good things, who by the Holy Spirit has appointed diverse 

orders of ministers in Thy Church, mercifully behold these Thy servants now called to 
the office of elder and replenish them with the innocence of life, that both by word and 
good example they may faithfully serve Thee in this office to the glory of Thy name and 
the edification of Thy Church, through the merits of our Savior Jesus Christ who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, world without end. Amen.
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THE EPISTLE FOR ELDERS .................Ephesians 4:7-13 .............................................Rev. Dr. Iola E. Williams
  But grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore 

it is said, “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts 
to his people.” (When it says, ‘He ascended,’ what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the same one who 
ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) The gifts he gave 
were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 

THE GOSPEL FOR ELDERS ................. St. John 10:1-16 ............................................Rev. Dr. Stanley G. Smith
  “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs 

in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd 
of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He 
calls his own sheep by name leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know His voice. They will 
not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what 
he was saying to them.

  So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the 
gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees 
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the 
sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 
knows me and I know my Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other 
sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So there shall be one flock, one shepherd.” 

WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC ................................................................................................................ The Choir
PRESENTATION OF THE PREACHER .............................................................Bishop Gregory G. M. Ingram 

Presiding Prelate, First Episcopal District 
African Methodist Episcopal Church

ORDINATION SERMON ................................................................................... Bishop E. Anne Henning Byfield 
Presiding Prelate, Sixteenth Episcopal District 

African Methodist Episcopal Church
INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP ......................................... Bishop E. Anne Henning Byfield
MINISTRY OF GIVING .......................................................................................................The Finance Committee
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THE CHARGE AND EXAMINATION OF THE DEACON(S)
Bishop:   My brothers and sisters, I want you to remember that ordination is a gift, not a right. 

This sacred ceremony has been set aside on this day in the presence of this congregation 
to confirm your call and ordination. I commend you that thus far you have met the basic 
requirements our denomination has set forth to be ordained, therefore, so that we may 
know within your heart you believe yourselves to be called by God and ready to make your 
calling and election sure, you must answer the following questions:

THE EXAMINATION
Bishop:  Do you believe in your heart that you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon 

you this calling in the Church of Christ, to serve God for the promotion of his glory, and 
the edifying of His people?

Answer: I do.
Bishop:  Do you unfeignedly believe all the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments?
Answer: I do believe them.
Bishop:  Will you diligently read and expound the same unto the people whom you shall be 

appointed to serve?
Answer: I will.
Bishop:  It appertains to the Office of a Deacon to assist the Elder in Divine Service. And especially 

when he/she administers the Holy Communion, to help him/her in the distribution thereof 
and to read and expound the Holy Scriptures; to instruct the youth, and in the absence of 
the Elder, to baptize; and furthermore, it is his/her office to search for the sick, poor and 
impotent, that they may be visited and relieved. Will you do this gladly and willingly?

Answer: I will do so by the help of God.
Bishop:  Do you promise to walk worthy of the vocation to which you are called, by being a 

whole¬some example of the flock of Christ, seeking always to bring honor to the name 
of Jesus Christ as your Lord; and do you promise diligently and faithfully to perform the 
duties of a minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ with no thought for personal reward or 
honor, having as your primary calling the winning of souls to Christ and building up the 
church and the kingdom of God?

Answer: I will do so, the Lord being my helper.
Bishop:  Placing your hands inside my hands as a sign and symbol of your willingness to serve, will 

you reverently obey them to whom the charge and government over you is committed, 
following with a glad mind and will their godly admonition? 

Answer: I will endeavor to do so, the Lord being my helper.
Bishop:  Please kneel for the prayer of ordination and the laying on of my hands. 
 The Prayer:
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  Almighty God we call upon You to invest these thy servants with the dignity and honor of 
the office of a deacon. We pray You will renew in their hearts the spirit of holiness. Let them 
stand firm. Let nothing distract them so that they will always give themselves fully to the 
work of the Lord. Let them shine in all the Christian virtues, so that they will be able to give 
a good account of the stewardship entrusted to their care; above all, let them know that “He 
who began a good work in them will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  
This we ask through our Lord, and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE ACTS OF ORDINATION
Act I:   Take thou authority to execute the Office of a Deacon in the Church of God in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
Act II:   Take thou authority to read the Scriptures and to preach the same in the Church of 

God in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
ALL:  Amen, Amen, Amen.
THE CHARGE AND EXAMINATION OF ELDERS
Reverend Marcus D. Briddell: You have heard, as well in your private examination as in the exhortation 
which was just made to you, and in the writings of the apostles, of what dignity and of how great 
importance this office is, to which you are now called. And now again we exhort you in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ that you have in remembrance into how high a dignity and weighty an office you are 
called; that is to say to be messengers, watchers and stewards of the Lord; to teach and to admonish; to 
feed and provide for the Lord’s family; to seek for Christ’s sheep that are dispersed abroad, and for his 
children who are in the midst of this evil world, that they may be saved through Christ forever.
Reverend Karen L. Washington: Have always, therefore, printed in your remembrance how great 
treasure is committed to your charge. For they are the sheep of Christ which he bought with his death, 
and for whom he shed his blood. The church and congregation, whom you must serve, are his Spouse 
and his Body. And if it should happen the same church or any member thereof, do take any hurt or 
hindrance by reason of your negligence, you know the greatness of the fault, and also the horrible 
punishment that will ensure. Wherefore consider within yourselves the end of the ministry towards the 
children of God, towards the Spouse and Body of Christ, and see that you never cease your labor, your 
care, and diligence until you have done all that lies in you, according to your bounden duty, to bring all 
such as are or shall be committed to your charge unto that agreement in the faith, and to that ripeness 
and perfectness of age in Christ, that there may be no place left among you, either for error in religion 
or for viciousness in life.
Reverend Francena F. Orr: Forasmuch then as your office is both of so great excellence, and of so great 
difficulty, you see with how great awe and study you ought to apply yourselves, as neither you yourselves 
offend, nor be occasion that others offend. Howbeit ye cannot have a mind and will thereunto of 
yourselves for that will and ability are given of God alone; therefore you ought, and have need, to pray 
earnestly for His Holy Spirit. And seeing that you cannot by any other means compass the doing of so 
weighty a work pertaining to the salvation of people, with doctrine and exhortation taken out of the 
Holy Scriptures, and with a life agreeable to the same, consider how studious you ought to be in reading 
and learning the Scriptures and in framing the manners both of yourselves and of them that specially 
pertain to you, according to the rules of the same Scriptures; and for this selfsame cause how you ought 
to forsake and set aside as much as you may all worldly care and studies.
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Reverend Dr. Erika D. Crawford: We have good hope that you have weighed and pondered these 
things with yourselves long before this time; and that you have clearly determined by God’s grace to 
give yourselves to this office whereby it has pleased God to call you, so that as much as lies within you, 
you will apply yourselves wholly to this one thing and draw all your cares and studies this way, and that 
you will continually pray to God the Father by the meditation of our only Savior Jesus Christ, of the 
heavenly assistance of the Holy Spirit; that by daily reading and weighing of the Scriptures you may 
wax riper and stronger in your ministry, and that you may so endeavor yourselves, from time to time, 
to sanctify the lives of you and yours, and to fashion them after the rule and doctrine of Christ that you 
may be wholesome and goodly examples and patterns of the people to follow.

THE EXAMINATION
Bishop:   And now that this present congregation of Christ here assembled may also understand 

your minds and wills in these things, and that this your promise may the more move 
you to do your duties, you shall answer plainly to these things which we, in the name of 
God and his church, shall demand of you touching the same. 

  Do you think in your heart that you are truly called, according to the will of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to the order of elder?

Answer: I do so believe. 
Bishop:   Are you persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all doctrines required 

of necessity for eternal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ? Are you determined out 
of the said Scriptures to instruct the people committed to your charge, and to teach 
nothing, as required of necessity to salvation, but that which you shall be persuaded 
may be conduced and proved by Scripture?

Answer: I am so persuaded, and have so determined by God’s grace.
Bishop:   Will you be ready with all faithful diligence always to banish and drive away all 

erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God’s word, and to use both public and 
private monitions and exhortations as well to the sick as to the whole within your 
charge as need shall require and occasion shall be given?

Answer:  I will do so, the Lord being my helper.
Bishop:   Will you be diligent in prayer and in reading of the Holy Scriptures, and in such studies 

as help to the knowledge of the same, laying aside the study of the world and the flesh?
Answer: I will endeavor so to do, the Lord being my helper.
Bishop:   Will you be diligent to frame and fashion yourself and your family according to the 

doctrine of Christ and to make both yourself and them, as much as in you lieth, 
wholesome examples and patterns to the flock of Christ?

Answer:  I shall apply myself thereto, the Lord being my helper.
Bishop:   Will you maintain and set forth, as much as lieth in you, sweetness, peace, and love 

among all Christian people, and especially among them that are or shall be committed 
to your charge?

Answer:  I will do so, the Lord being my helper.
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Bishop:  Placing your hands inside my hands as a sign and symbol of your willingness to 
serve, will you reverently obey them to whom the charge and government over you is 
committed, following with a glad mind and will their godly admonition? 

Answer: I will endeavor to do so, the Lord being my helper.
Bishop:   Will you reverently obey your chief ministers to whom is committed the charge and 

government over you, following with a glad mind and will their godly admonitions, 
submitting yourselves to their godly judgment?

Answer: I will do so, the Lord being my helper.
Bishop:   Almighty God, who hath given you this will to do all these things, grant also to you 

strength and power to perform the same, that He may accomplish His work which He 
hath begun, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

VENI CREATOR SPIRITUS
Bishop:  Come Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire
Response: And lighten with celestial fire;
Bishop:  Thou the anointing Spirit art
Response:  Who doth thy sevenfold gifts impart
Bishop:  Thy blessed unction from above
Response:  Is comfort, light, and fire of love.
Bishop: Enable with perpetual light
Response:  The dullness of our blinded sight.
Bishop:  Anoint and cheer our soiled face
Response:  With the abundance of thy grace.
Bishop:  Keep far our foes, give peace at home, 
Response:  Where thou art guide, no ill can come.
Bishop:  Teach us to know the Father, Son,
Response: And thee of both to be but one!
Bishop:  That through the ages all along
Response: This may be our endless song:
Bishop:  Praise to Thy eternal merit,
Response: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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Bishop:  Let us pray.
  Almighty God, Heavenly Father, who of Thine infinite love and goodness towards us 

hast given us Thy only and most dearly beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer 
and the author of everlasting life; who, after He had made perfect our redemption by His 
death and was ascended into heaven, sent abroad into the world His apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, teachers, and pastors by whose labor and ministry He gathered together 
a great flock in all parts of the world, to set forth the eternal praise of Thy holy name; 
for these so great benefits of Thy eternal goodness, and for that Thou has vouchsafed to 
call these Thy servants here present to the same office and ministry appointed for the 
salvation of humankind, we render to Thee most hearty thanks; we praise and worship 
Thee, and we humbly beseech Thee by the same blessed Son to grant to all, who either 
here or elsewhere call upon Thy name, that we may continue to show ourselves thankful 
to Thee for these and all Thy other benefits, and that we may daily increase and go forward 
in the knowledge and faith of Thee and Thy Son, by the Holy Spirit. So that as well by 
these Thy ministers as by them over whom they shall be appointed Thy ministers that 
Thy holy name may be forever glorified and Thy blessed kingdom enlarged through the 
same, Thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee in unity of the 
same Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.

THE ACTs OF ORDINATION
Act I:  The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Ghost for the office and work of an elder in the 

Church of God, now committed unto thee by the imposition of our hands. And be thou 
a faithful dispenser of the Word of God and of His holy sacraments in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Act II:  Take thou authority to preach the word of God and to administer the holy sacrament 
in the congregation in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

ALL:  Amen, Amen, Amen.
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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
THE GENERAL CONFESSION

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men, we 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time most 
grievously have committed by thought, word, and deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking 
most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry 
for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us.
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father for Your Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is past, and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please 
You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION .................................................................... Bishop Gregory G. M. Ingram
ELEMENTS SHARED
HYMN OF FELLOWSHIP

“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” 
AME Hymnal No. 189

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 
Wean it from earth; through all its pulses move. 

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art, 
And make me love Thee as I ought to love.

I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, 
No sudden rending of the veil of clay, 
No angel visitant, no opening skies; 

But take the dimness of my soul away.
Hast Thou not bid me love Thee, God and King? 

All, all Thine own, soul, heart and strength and mind. 
I see Thy cross; there teach my heart to cling: 

Oh, let me seek Thee, and, oh, let me find!
Teach me to feel that Thou art always nigh; 
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear, 
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 

Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.
Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love, 

One holy passion filling all my frame; 
The kindling of the heaven-descended Dove, 
My heart an altar, and Thy love the flame.

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS ................................................................................... Rev. Dr. Erika D. Crawford
DOXOLOGY
BENEDICTION .............................................................................................Bishop E. Anne Henning Byfield
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PRAISE AND WORSHIP

PROCESSIONAL
“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
AME Hymn No. 25

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty; 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Which wert, and are, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see; 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty; 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

DOXOLOGY
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

LITANY OF EMPOWERMENT ............................................................................................Rev. Ellis B. Louden
Leader:   I am a part of the fellowship of the unashamed. I have Holy Ghost Power. The die has 

been cast; I have stepped over the line. The decision has been made: I am a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. I won’t look back, let up, slow down, back up or be still.

People:   My past is redeemed. My present makes sense. My future is secure. I am finished 
and done with low-living, sight-walking, small-planning, colorless-dreaming, 
mundane-talking, cheap living, cloudy visions and dwarfed goals.
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Leader:   I no longer need preeminence, position, promotions, plaudits or popularity. I do not 
have to be right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded or rewarded. I now live by faith, 
lean on the Lord, run with patience, lift by prayer, and labor by Holy Ghost power.

People:   My face is set. My focus is fixed. My goal is heaven. My road is narrow. My way is 
rough. My guide is reliable, my mission is clear. I cannot be bought, lured, tempted, 
ignored, detoured, deluded or delayed.

Leader:   I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of the adversary, negotiate 
at the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of 
mediocrity.

All:  I won’t give up, shut up or let up until I have stayed up, stored up, prayed up, paid 
up and worked up for the cause of Christ. I am a disciple of Jesus Christ. I must go 
till He comes, give till I drop, teach till all know and work till the end. And when 
Jesus comes, He will have no problem recognizing me, because He will remember 
that I was the one He empowered to make a difference.

SONG OF CELEBRATION ............................................................................................. Rev. Makeeda E. Brooks
In The Sanctuary 

Kurt Carr
We lift our hands in the sanctuary 

We lift our hands to give You the glory 
We lift our hands to give You the praise 

And we will praise You for the rest of our days, Yes 
We will praise You for the rest of our days

We clap our hands in the sanctuary
We sing our song in the sanctuary

Bridge: 
Jesus, we give You the praise 

Emmanuel, we lift up Your name 
Heavenly Father, coming Messiah 

And we will praise You for the rest of our days, Yes 
We will praise You for the rest of our days

Hallelujah in the sanctuary, Hallelujah we give You the glory 
Hallelujah, we give You the praise 

And we will praise You for the rest of our days, Yes 
We will praise You for the rest of our days

INVOCATION .................................................................................................................... Rev. Terrel A.J. McBride
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CHORAL RESPONSE
Jesus, Jesus at The Mention of Your Name  

Donnie McClurkin
Jesus, Jesus, at the mention of Your name 
Every knee will bow and tongue proclaim 

Jesus, Jesus, You are savior, You are Lord, You are God
There is one name I love to hear 

I love to sing its worth 
It sounds like music in my ear 
The sweetest name on earth

MINISTRY OF MUSIC ......................................................................................The Delaware  Conference Choir 
SCRIPTURE ........................................................St. Luke 5:1-11 ........................................ Rev. Belindia E. Boyer
PREFACE TO THE DECALOGUE ..................................................................................Rev. Maurice L. Butler

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”
From all that dwell below the skies,  

Let the Creator’s praise arise; 
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung,  

Through ev’ry land by every tongue.
Eternal are thy mercies, Lord;  

Eternal truth attends thy word.  
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, 

Till suns shall rise and set no more
SUMMARY OF THE DECALOGUE

Hear what Christ our Saviour saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC .................................................................... The Delaware Conference Choir
MOMENT OF SACRIFICIAL GIVING ................................................................................. Rev. Rita M. Paige
PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP .............................................................................Rev. Richard H. Worthy
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC .................................................................... The Delaware Conference Choir
EPISCOPAL SERMON .....................................“Launch Out” ...........................Bishop Gregory G. M. Ingram 

Presiding Prelate, First Episcopal District 
African Methodist Episcopal Church

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP ...........................................Bishop Gregory G. M. Ingram
MINISTRY OF GIVING ................................................................................................... The Finance Committee
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AWARDING OF CERTIFICATES ......................................................................Bishop Gregory G. M. Ingram

INVOCATION ................................................................................................................. Rev. Dawn S. Christopher

HYMN OF ENCOURAGEMENT ........................................................................................ Rev. Idola W. Batson 

“Go Preach My Gospel” Part I 
AME Hymn No. 220

Go, preach My Gospel, saith the Lord, Bid the whole Earth My grace receive, 
Explain to them My sacred Word. Bid them believe, obey and live. 

I’ll make My great commission known, And ye shall prove My Gospel true, 
By all the works that I have done, And all the wonders ye shall do.

LITANY OF CALLING AND SENDING .................................................................. Rev. Dr. Stanley G. Smith

Minister:  We are called to make a difference. 
People:  Whom shall we send, and who will go for us? 
Minister:  Sarah was too old to conceive children, but with God nothing is impossible.
People:  God equips those who are called.
Minister:   When Moses protested that he could not speak well, God sent Aaron to be his 

mouthpiece. 
People:  God equips those who are called.
Minister: In an age when men ruled, God chose Deborah to lead Israel with vision and wisdom.
People: God equips those who are called.
Minister:   Isaiah was ashamed that he and his people were unworthy sinners, yet he was cleansed of 

all unrighteousness when God sent a seraph to touch his lips with a burning coal.
People:  God equips those who are called.
Minister:   By vocation, Amos was a simple herdsman and a tender of fig trees, yet God called him 

to denounce the wickedness of the people of Israel by prophesying that judgment would 
run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream.

People:  God equips those who are called.
Minister:  Before Jeremiah was conceived, God called him to foretell of the devastation of Israel 

and to preach hope for new life.
People:  God equips those who are called.
Minister:  Jesus’ disciples included small-business owners, government workers and women. 

Through the courageous and faithful acts of these ordinary people, God transformed the 
universe and turned the whole world upside down.

People:  God equips those who are called.
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Minister:   Today, Christ calls disciples from all walks of life to seek justice, love mercy and walk 
humbly before God. The church is called to equip disciples to go into the world to 
minister to the needs of people. The clarion call is not just to preachers, but to all people 
of faith. Because we are all called to make a difference, we hear the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”

ALL: Here am I, Lord. Send me.
HYMN OF ENCOURAGEMENT ................................................................................. Rev. Dr. Iola E. Williams

“Go Preach My Gospel” Part II 
AME Hymn No. 220

Go, heal the sick; go raise the dead; Go, cast out devils in My name. 
Nor let My prophets be afraid, Though Greeks reproach and Jews blaspheme. 

While thus ye follow My commands, I’m with you till The world shall end; 
All power is trusted in My hands; I can destroy and can defend.

READING OF APPOINTMENTS ......................................................................Bishop Gregory G. M. Ingram

CLOSING SONG AND PRAYER ......................................................................Rev. Dr. Jessica Kendall Ingram

“Be Blessed” 
Be blessed my brother, 

Be blessed my sister, 
Be blessed wherever this life leads you, 

Let me encourage you, 
Let me speak life to you, 

You can depend on God to see you through, 
You can depend on me to pray for you.

Chorus: 
I pray for you, 

You pray for me, 
And watch God change things.

BENEDICTION .......................................................................................................Bishop Gregory G. M. Ingram
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But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you. ~Matthew 6:33


